




A Message to the Youth of SVG           2
Dare to Dream!             4
The Vision              5
Equipping Youth to Learn & Earn          6
Investing in Innovation, Creativity & SVG’s Youth Entrepreneurship              8
Generating Greater Opportunities                 10
Argyle International Airport Means More Jobs in Tourism and Hospitality               14
Youth in Agriculture                   18
Supporting Sport and Culture                           20
A Great Time To Be Alive & Young in SVG!               23
Enjoying More Positive Health and Wellbeing               24
Rural Youth Can Count on the ULP for Real Progress!                                                    28
Enabling Meaningful Participation in SVG’s Communities and Society           29
The Folly of Selling Passports                 30
Protecting Our Environment Against Climate Change, Pollution & Disasters          32
Building SVG’s State-of-the-Art ICT Infrastructure and Digital Economy          34
Constructing Modern Infrastructure for SVG’s Growth & Development           36
Youth! Feel Happy & Confident in the Future               38



The Unity Labour Party is a young political 
organisation. We were founded in 1994 and 
our name first appeared on an electoral 
ballot in 1998. Many of you reading this Youth 
Manifesto were born around the same time 
that our party was founded. The ULP has 
grown with you. We have shared in your 
successes; been shaped by your 
perspectives; and driven by your 
enthusiastic ambitions. Our political success 
– and the tremendous strides made by Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines during your 
lifetime – are a result of the bond of love and 
respect that exists between the ULP and the 
youth of SVG.

The ULP was first elected to office 20 years 
ago. If you are a youth, you may not 
remember the bad old days of the NDP’s 
backwardness, mismanagement and 
visionless policies that stunted our national 
development for a generation. You may not 
recall the NDP’s neglect of education, 
indifference to youth ideas and stubborn 
refusal to plan for the future. But even if you 
don’t remember that difficult period of our 
history, you will know that the ULP has been 
working tirelessly to build a better Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines for the youth, 
young men and women, to inherit and lift to 
higher heights. 

Over the past 20 years, the ULP has done 
nothing less than completely reinvent the 
outdated colonial structures on which SVG 
operated for too long. We launched 
Education Revolution. We diversified 
agriculture and fisheries. We invested 
millions in new clinics, hospitals and 
healthcare. We built miles of new roads, 
bridges and footpaths. We constructed 
hundreds of low-income homes for 
Vincentians. 

We built the International Airport at Argyle. 
We realigned our economy to services, 
including mass tourism. We reemphasised 
the value of culture and sports in national life. 
And we provided opportunities for 
thousands of youth to learn and earn as 
valued and productive members of society.
In every measurable facet of development 
– education, housing, employment, health, 
income, technology, infrastructure, 
sanitation, or numbers of police, doctors, 
nurses and teachers – the ULP has partnered 
with the youth to lift SVG higher.

Our investments in the future, and our 
forward-looking, people-centred policies are 
continuing to bear fruit. To be sure, we have 
faced challenges ranging from the impacts of 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks, to a global 
economic crisis, to hurricanes and storms, 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite these 
challenges, our country is stronger, and our 
youth are better equipped to face the future 
than ever before. Our youth are leading in 
every facet of life in SVG, and you are 
helping to carry us forward to an even 
brighter future.

Having laid the foundations for a modern, 
competitive, many-sided post-colonial 
economy that is at once local, regional and 
global, we are ready to accelerate the 
process of transformation that is underway 
in SVG.  To do so, the next ULP government 
will continue to increase our investments in 
young people. We will back your ambition 
with resources to help you and our country 
to develop. We will further emphasise the 
importance of sport, culture and the arts to 
national development. We will deepen our 
future-focussed commitments to a clean, 
safe and disaster-resistant environment. 
We will secure your place as invaluable 
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contributors to national dialogue and 
decision-making. We will continue to grow 
the economy and improve opportunities 
for decent work and fulfilling careers. And 
we will ensure that all youth can fulfil their 
potential, achieve their ambitions, and feel 
confident about their future.

This election is a once-in-a-generation 
chance to set our country firmly on a path 
of accelerated transformation and progress. 
The ULP has assembled a fantastic team of 
candidates that is simultaneously younger 
and more experienced than the opposition’s. 
We have a demonstrated commitment to 
youth-centred policies and programmes. We 
continue to believe in you, invest in you, and 
celebrate your boundless potential.

One of my favourite poems is by a 
Vincentian named Daniel Williams. I quote 
it often. Williams says, “We are all time, yet 
only the future is ours to desecrate. The 
present is the past, and the past our fathers’ 
mischief.” To the youth of Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines, I say: The future is now. 
There is only one political party that has 
prepared for that future, has a vision and a 
plan for that future, and wants to see you 
seize the day and lift SVG higher. That 
political party is the ULP. VOTE ULP!

Sincerely,

Ralph

*NOTE: 

This Youth Manifesto focusses on some 
salient aspects of the ULP’s policies and 
programmes for young people. The full 
ULP Manifesto is to be read in tandem with 
this Youth Manifesto to enable the voter to 
grasp the comprehensive nature of all of 
our Party’s policies and programmes!
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When I was about 14 years old, the ULP came 
into office.  My life started to change 
drastically for the better.  In a matter of 
months, my family had pipe-borne water 
running through the house.  That was a “big 
deal” considering the condition of our lives 
under the previous administration.  No longer 
was pipe-borne water running through our 
house a luxury, but it became our reality.

The improvements in the lives of many 
residents in Texier Road, Layou were 
visible to one and all. The Education 
Revolution afforded many of us the 
opportunity to attend secondary school and 
move beyond basic primary education.  
Under the ULP, going to “Seniors” and then 
dropping out had become a thing of the past.  
Under the ULP many adults who thought that 
their educational journey had ended were 
given a second chance through training in 
areas like cake baking and decoration, 
cosmetology, and hospitality.  As a result, 
many are now skilled in these areas and have 
fulfilled their dreams of becoming 
self-employed entrepreneurs and 
businesspersons. 

My own journey – from a home in Texier 
Road without running water, to medical 
school, to having an opportunity to serve my 
constituency as a Parliamentary 
Representative – would have been 
impossible without God’s grace and the 
ULP’s progressive policies. The ULP allowed 
me to dream, and to make my dreams a 
reality.

I believe that owning a house is a basic 
human right, and under the ULP 
administration many young people have 
become homeowners.  This is so, as many 
have taken advantage of the 100 per cent 
mortgages given by the National Bank. Many 
others benefitted from the ULP’s 
construction of almost 2,000 low income 
homes, and the distribution of thousands of 
plots of land to individuals. No longer would 
you find homeownership being the norm only 
for people over forty. With the ULP’s help, 
young people as old as 19 are seeing their 
dreams of home ownership become a reality.  
Watch a government!

The many scholarships given to young 
people are remarkable!  All over the globe, 
you will find Vincentians taking up the 
opportunity to uplift themselves by 
furthering their education.  This did not just 
happen by chance, but came about because 
of the visionary leadership of Dr. the 
Honourable Ralph E. Gonsalves. Our Prime 
Minister continues to work tirelessly in the 
interests of the youth of Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines. Our dreams are his dreams, 
and he has proven that he will help to make 
our many dreams come true.
 
Given all of these, let us work together to 
ensure that the ULP governs our blessed 
nation for a fifth term.  This year, I am 
honoured to be the ULP’s youngest 
candidate in the upcoming General Elections. 
The call has been made for the youths 
because we are strong. Youths, let your voice 
be heard this election. Vote with passion 
and pride for the ULP as we seek to lift SVG 
higher.

Sincerely,

Orando Brewster

Dare to Dream! 



The ULP is transforming Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. We are helping you to build a 
nation where all young people feel valued, empowered and confident in their future. 
We will achieve this vision under 10 key pillars:  

Equipping youth to learn and earn with the right skills, training and education.

Investing in entrepreneurship, innovation and creativity.

Generating greater opportunities for decent jobs, fulfilling careers and 
affordable homes.

Supporting sports and culture.

Enabling active participation in communities and society, valuing citizenship, 
and building national pride.

Enjoying more positive health and wellbeing.

Protecting our environment against climate change, pollution and  disasters.

Building a state-of-the-art ICT infrastructure and digital economy.

Constructing modern infrastructure to help SVG grow.

Creating the conditions for youth to feel happy and confident in the future, and 
ensuring that youth input is respected and valued.



The Education Revolution is one of the 
hallmarks of the Unity Labour Party. It is a 
signature achievement and an important 
policy difference between the ULP and the 
opposition. We believe that quality 
education is a right for all Vincentians. They 
see education as a privilege that only a select 
few must enjoy. During our time in office, the 
ULP has radically increased the percentage 
of youth with access to secondary education. 
We have supported university education with 
millions of dollars of scholarships, grants, and 
student loans. We have built new schools and 
expanded others. We have installed 
Internet and WiFi in all educational 
institutions. Today, the number of 
Vincentians enrolled in community college, 
attending university, or holding degrees is 
exponentially higher than in the period 
before we were elected to office.

Over 1,500 Vincentians are currently 
pursuing tertiary education through State 
scholarships or other government assistance. 
Last year, a record 50 National Scholarships, 
National Exhibitions and Bursaries and 247 
tuition scholarships were awarded; this year, 
2020, almost 400 tuition scholarships were 
granted. A further 61 students received $3.3 
million in student loans last year through the 
Economically-Disadvantaged Student Loan 
Programme (DSLP) of the Government. The 
NIS’ total active student loan portfolio now 
spans 550 students and $28.3 million. Almost 
$100 million has been loaned, with the 
Minister of Finance’s signature as guarantor, 
under the DSLP since its inception in 2002. 

Equipping Youth to Learn & Earn 
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We are now widening and deepening the 
Education Revolution. To ensure that our 
youth are ready for the new job 
opportunities available in our transforming 
economy, we have increased our focus on 
vocational education and skills certification. 
Thousands of Vincentian youth are 
currently receiving skills training, and 
valuable real-world experience as interns, 
trainees and apprentices. 

The Skills for Youth Employment (SkYE) 
programme will deliver certificated 
technical, vocational education and training 
(TVET) to over 2,000 Vincentian youth to 
improve their employability in sectors where 
there is demand for skilled workers. These 
include established sectors such as 
hospitality and construction, as well as 
emerging labour markets – for example, the 
marine, renewable energy, IT and 
agro-processing sector.

Every year, over 750 additional youth receive 
paid, one-year internships under the Youth 
Empowerment Service (YES) and Support for 
Education and Training (SET) programmes. 
Many of these youth leverage this experience 
and training into long-term employment.
Education is the surest path out of poverty. 
The ULP is proud of its commitment to 
education and its mantra that Vincentian 
youth must use educational opportunities to 
fly, like eagles, with their wings unclipped.

VOTE ULP!

Deepen the Education Revolution

In our next term in office, the ULP will:

Review and reform the primary and 
secondary curricula to ensure that they 
enrich students and better equip them to 
take advantage of the emerging 
opportunities of our modern economy.

Expand the Technical and Vocational Division 
of the SVG Community College to provide 
greater skills training and certification to 
youth.

Increase the number of YES and SET 
programme interns and enhance their 
remuneration.

Continue to improve the physical condition, 
comfort and equipment in all schools.

Install and equip science and technology labs 
for all secondary schools.

Provide foreign language instruction at all 
primary and secondary schools.

Provide greater opportunities for teachers 
to receive specialised educational training, 
including in areas related to learning 
disabilities.

Expand music programmes at primary and 
secondary schools, including the provision of 
instruments

Provide tablet computers to all students at 
primary, secondary and community college 
levels

Build a modern Sandy Bay Secondary School 
and initiate a massive schools upgrade 
programme for primary and secondary 
schools.



Investing in Innovation, Creativity 
& SVG’s Youth Entrepreneurship

Modern economies are fast-moving and 
ever-changing. Yesterday’s ideas might not 
work today, and they are even less likely to 
work tomorrow. The individuals and countries 
that will survive and thrive in this modern 
world are the ones that are innovative, 
creative and entrepreneurial. 

The ULP knows that our hard-working youth 
have the talent, skill and ideas to lift SVG 
higher. In addition to providing our youth 
with the education and skills to succeed, we 
are determined to boost entrepreneurship in 
SVG by offering grants and training to young 
businesspersons, to make it easier for young 
entrepreneurs to get credit, to support the 
creative industries, and to promote 
Vincentian businesses locally, regionally and 
internationally.

The ULP government is spending 
millions of dollars to make sure that 
Vincentian youth have the best chance to 
grow their ideas into successful businesses. 
We are investing in the entrepreneurs and 
businesspersons of tomorrow in a number of 
ways, including:

1. Establishing CARCIP to provide grants to 
ICT-enabled businesses. CARCIP provided 
over $2 million to young entrepreneurs. 

2. Helping, with other countries,  to establish 
the Eastern Caribbean Partial Credit 
Guarantee Corporation (ECPCGC) to benefit 
young entrepreneurs. The ECPCGC 
encourages banks to lend more money to 
small businesses by guaranteeing up to 85% 
of the value of the loans that they receive.

3. Creating the Everything Vincy! Expo, the 
Vincy Night Markets and reviving the 
Agriculture Expo to showcase the products 
of Vincentian entrepreneurs. Many young 
entrepreneurs in fashion, agro-processing 
and crafts have opened up new markets 
after participating in these showcases.

4. Support for the creative industries during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, including grants, 
training and capacity building.

5. Building shops, stalls and providing 
discounted spaces for businesspersons to 
sell their goods and services.
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Helping You to Start Your Business

In our next term in office, the ULP will:

Expand the PRYME programme to reach 
more youth with grants and training to start 
their businesses.

Assist more young entrepreneurs in 
agriculture and fisheries through the 
Farmers’ Support Company.

Enhance the Eastern Caribbean Partial Credit 
Guarantee Corporation (ECPCGC) to ensure 
that more small businesses get guaranteed 
loans.

Increase training opportunities for youth 
entrepreneurs through the Centre for 
Enterprise Development.

Create a Youth Business Directory in print 
and online formats to make it easier to 
locate, contact and support youth 
businesses.

Build more shops, stalls and subsidised 
locations for youth businesses to set-up and 
sell their good or services.

Increase the reach and frequency of 
showcases like Everything Vincy Expo and 
the Night Markets to help promote youth 
entrepreneurs.

Reduce the postage/shipping costs for 
young entrepreneurs who plan to export 
their products to regional or international 
markets. 

Improve the ease of doing business, to make 
it simpler and cheaper to start, register and 
operate a business in SVG.

Establish digital currencies and e-payment 
platforms like PayPal to facilitate 
e-commerce.

PRYME: Boosting Youth Entrepreneurs

The government’s Promoting Youth 
Micro-Enterprise (PRYME) programme was 
grated by the ULP to boost young 
entrepreneurs. Youth aged 18-40 can apply 
for a grant of $2,500 to $40,000 to help 
start or grow their business. The money 
provided by the PRYME programme is not a 
loan: You never have to pay it back.

Since its launch earlier this year, PRYME has 
provided over $4.5 million in grants to young 
businesspersons. Some youth have started 
landscaping businesses. Others have opened 
restaurants or catering  services. Others have 
gone into auto repair, garment construction, 
blockmaking, agro-processing, education, 
entertainment, ICT or professional services. 

By the end of 2020, PRYME will support over 
1,000 entrepreneurs in SVG, with many more 
grants to be made in 2021 and beyond. 

The opposition NDP opposes PRYME. Their 
candidates have called it irresponsible, and 
have said that youth should only apply for 
loans instead of grants. The ULP believes in 
Vincentian youth! We believe in creating a 
culture of entrepreneurship in SVG. We 
believe that PRYME will help many young 
businesspersons to follow their dreams and 
lift SVG higher!



Generating Greater Opportunities
For Decent Jobs, Fulfilling Careers and Affordable Homes for Youth

A good job. A rewarding career. A decent 
place to live and raise your family. These are 
basic elements of a future to which all young 
people aspire. The ULP is continuing to 
ensure that quality job opportunities and 
home ownership remain in reach of the youth 
of SVG.

The ULP has transformed life, living and 
production in Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines. Before the ULP came to 
office, the SVG economy was based 
primarily on the production and export of 
bananas. We have revolutionised and 
diversified our economy to include a variety 
of agricultural exports, and numerous skilled 
services. We have also built the Argyle 
International Airport and other infrastructure 
to create exponential growth in our tourism 
and hospitality sector.

This term, we laid the foundations for 
massive job creation throughout SVG. In the 
coming term, over US$300 million will be 
spent on hotel construction and expansion 
across SVG. Another US$200 million will be 
spent to build a modern cargo port at Rose 
Place. Further, the ULP government will 
continue its ambitious infrastructure 
programme of coastal defence, road 
construction, and bridge-building, to the tune 
of an additional US$40 million. Our booming 
national construction industry will create jobs 
for the youth of SVG.

A number of important private sector entities 
will establish facilities that will generate jobs 
for Vincentian youth. In Calliaqua, Rainforest 
Seafoods will hire 100 Vincentians directly 
and generate income for hundreds of 
fisherfolk when their seafood processing 
plant opens later this year. 
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+25%
More people own

their home

+5,857
More 

homeowners
in SVG

+6,271
More 

households
in SVG

In Montreal, a new Tus-T Water bottling facility will employ scores of youth directly, and 
create work for the farmers and producers who will provide the extracts used to flavour their 
beverages.

In Kingstown, the Clear Harbor call centre is already employing over 120 Vincentians. By the 
end of the ULP’s next term in office, Clear Harbor and other call centres operating in SVG 
anticipate having over 650 total employees. 

New hotels in Mt. Wynne, Peter’s Hope, Buccament, Diamond, Canouan and Bequia – 
including the Marriott, Holiday Inn and Sandals brands – will also employ thousands of youth 
in the coming term.



ADDING UP THE JOBS
Even in the aftermath of the COVID-19 

pandemic, the ULP has the vision for massive 
job-creation during our 2020-2025 term in 

office, including:

2,250 Hotel & Hospitality Jobs
700 Construction Jobs
550 Call Centre Jobs

500 Tourism-related (non-hotel) Jobs
500 Agricultural Sector (non-cannabis) Jobs

400 Gov’t/Civil Service/Statutory Jobs
400 Self-employed, PRYME-assisted Jobs

350 Medicinal Cannabis Jobs
350 General Private Sector/Professional Jobs

200 Fisheries Sector Jobs
100 Beverage & Food Production Jobs

50 CARCIP-supported ICT Jobs
= 6,350 ADDITIONAL JOBS



Work, Earn and Live Better in SVG

In our next term in office, the ULP will:

Construct a minimum of 250 low-income and 
Lives To Live homes across Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines.

Accelerate the process of land reform and 
distribution to young Vincentians, providing 
the opportunity for youth to build their own 
homes. 

Add 2,750 hospitality and tourism jobs 
through the addition of over 1,300 new hotel 
rooms and developments in the Grenadines.

Increase the number of flights visiting the 
AIA each week, including flights from the 
United Kingdom and Europe (post-COVID 
development).

Fully establish the Medicinal Cannabis 
Industry with the harvesting, processing and 
exporting of medicinal Cannabis products.

Spur economic growth and job creation with 
further reductions to income tax rates, and 
enhancements to the ease of doing business.

Reduce crime through the use of CCTV and 
enhanced community policing, to improve 
personal security and business confidence.

Create more jobs in the call centre sector by 
facilitating the expansion of the Clear Harbor 
and Digicel call centres.

Establish fiscal incentives to increase 
Foreign Direct Investment and for 
manufacturers and mass employers to hire 
more Vincentian youth.

Over the past years, SVG has been battered 
by a number of external shocks to our 
economy: 

- The 9-11 terrorist attacks shut down tourism 
  and affected the economies of our trading 
  partners. 

- The global economic and financial crisis of 
  2008-2018 slowed development across the 
  region. 

- Hurricanes and weather events cost nearly   
  $300 million in loss and damage. 

- The COVID-19 pandemic has shut down the 
  global economy, costing jobs and lives. 

Through it all the ULP has maintained its 
position of people-centred Labour Love: 
Never laying off government workers, never 
late with paycheques, and steadily increasing 
assistance to the most vulnerable.

That philosophy of Labour Love extends to 
our commitment to assist young Vincentians 
in achieving their dreams of home ownership. 
The ULP has built over 1,000 low-income and 
no-income homes all over SVG. The NDP built 
zero homes while they were in office. The 
ULP has also created the Lives To Live 
programme to help disabled and vulnerable 
citizens to have a safe and comfortable 
home.

We implemented land distribution 
programmes and ensured that civil servants 
got home loans with no down payment. As 
a result, thousands of people now own their 
own house and land. 

Only the ULP will continue to ensure that all 
youth have a realistic opportunity to own an 
affordable home!  
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Argyle International Airport Means 
More Jobs in Tourism and Hospitality

The Argyle International Airport (AIA) is just 
over three years old. Since its opening in 
February 2017, the AIA has revolutionised 
the tourism sector in Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines. For the first time in our history, 
we are receiving direct international flights 
from Toronto, New York and Miami. 
Thousands of tourists have already come to 
SVG on flights by Air Canada, American 
Airlines and Caribbean Airlines. 

The opening of the AIA has also allowed the 
ULP government to bring major new hotel 
investments to Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines. Thanks to the hard work of 
Prime Minister Gonsalves and his team, we 
have signed agreements with Marriott 
International Resorts, Holiday Inn Express & 
Suites and Sandals Resorts. We have never 
had such well-recognised international hotel 
brands in SVG. The AIA and the ULP are the 
reason that those hotels are coming to 
mainland Saint Vincent.

In addition to the Marriott, Holiday Inn and 
Sandals brands, other multimillion-dollar 
investments are underway. The Royal Mill 
hotel in Ratho Mill, The View Hotel in Indian 
Bay, and the Black Sands Resort in Peter’s 
Hope, are being built. In all, over US$330 
million will be spent on hotel construction in 
SVG over the next three years!  

Other new hotels that have recently opened, 
or will open soon include Soho House, 
Mandarin Oriental and Sandy Lane Yacht 
Club and Residences in Canouan; The Liming 
in Bequia; and Myah’s Place Luxury Suites in 
Saint Vincent. Many other existing 
hotels have expanded or upgraded, including 
Beachcombers, Hotel Alexandrina, Paradise 
Beach, Blue Lagoon and others.

Argyle International Airport

Royal Mill Hotel (Rendering)

Marriott Resort at Mt. Wynne (Rendering)
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Already, over 1,300 additional hotel rooms 
are scheduled to be built during the ULP’s 
next term in office. Additionally, there will be 
more announcements in the coming months 
of further hotel developments in SVG, 
including major new projects in the 
Grenadines.

All of these new and expanding hotels mean 
more jobs for the youth of SVG. During the 
construction phase, hundreds of youth will 
be employed nationwide on these projects. 
Once opened, these hotels – and the ones to 
be announced soon – will employ well over 
2,000 staff. 

The new hotels will also create jobs for 
farmers, fisherfolk, tour guides, taxi 
operators, entertainers, restaurateurs, 

craftspersons, security services, accountants, 
lawyers, and many others throughout the 
private sector. In all, almost 3,000 jobs will 
be added to our economy by the new hotel 
expansion.

Although the COVID-19 pandemic has 
temporarily affected our visitor arrivals, it is 
clear that building the AIA was a wise and 
visionary decision by Comrade Ralph and 
the ULP. The NDP opposed the AIA. They 
did not know how to build it. They asked 
the authorities to stop it from opening. They 
even wished publicly for a Tsunami to wash it 
away!

The AIA is bringing jobs to SVG. The vision 
and planning of the ULP are bearing fruit for 
the youth of SVG!
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The ULP’s fifth term in office will be an 
exciting period for agricultural development 
in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. God 
willing, and with your support, the ULP will 
deepen the crop diversification process, 
through a carefully implemented programme 
promoting import substitution; food security 
and safety; value addition; broadening of the 
production platform; increasing exports; and 
the adoption of climate smart agricultural 
practices.

Take a look at our 2020 Election Manifesto. 
In it, the ULP spells out its plans to intensify 
the production of quality livestock; and 
poultry; enact an Agri-export strategy 
initiative that will spur a robust 

Youth in Agriculture
Planting the Seeds for Future National Growth

agricultural regional and international trade 
in Vincy agricultural products; ensure that 
the popular “Love Box” initiative continues to 
contribute to SVG’s Zero Hunger aspirations; 
rehabilitate existing farms; modernise 
arrowroot production; make greenhouse 
production technology more readily 
available; and make fertiliser and other inputs 
more affordable to farmers. 

Additionally, SVG is now poised to establish a 
modern medicinal wellness industry 
utilising local plant material. We will leverage 
our local expertise in the cultivation of 
cannabis, arrowroot, turmeric, moringa, 
ginger, aloe and other plants for medicinal 
purposes.

18
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In the 5th term, the ULP government will 
advance youth engagement in agriculture, 
Fisheries and Industry by ensuring that:

- Our youth will actively participate in 
production to advance the national 
diversification strategy to include modern 
technology in production to include 
greenhouse technology; mechanization 
(tractors, hand ploughs and tillers); 
cutting-edge information technology

- 500 young entrepreneurs will obtain 
finance in agriculture and fisheries from loans 
provided by the Farmers Support Company 
at the concessionary rate of 2% interest per 
annum. 

- Overseas training is provided to young 
farmers and farm workers in crop cultivation, 
agro-processing and agri-marketing.
 
- Capacity is built in co-operatives targeting 
Youth in agriculture and fisheries.

 - Youth investment spreads throughout the 
medicinal cannabis value chain.

- Specific training is provided to young 
persons with an interest in research and 
development of plant base medicine (aloe 
vera, turmeric, arrowroot, cannabis, moringa 
and ginger) in extraction and patient access. 

- Capacity is built among 100 young traders 
in agriculture and fisheries to explore the 
opportunities available in national agri-
production and export initiatives.

- Young livestock producers are assisted with 
on farm production infrastructure, 
slaughtering facilities, local and export 
markets

- Benefit from the fleet expansion 
programme to ensure that our youth 
continue to explore the benefits of the Blue 
economy. 

- Train 100 young persons annually in fish 
processing. 

- Build the administrative capacity of the 
National Employment Bureau, with the 
Department of Labour to continue its focus 
on global job placement. 

For agriculture, the choice is clear: Vote ULP! 

Sincerely,

Saboto

Saboto



Supporting Sport and Culture

The culture of Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines resides in the hearts and soul 
of our people. It is a unique culture, forged 
by unique history, and kept vital by youthful 
adoption, experimentation and 
reinterpretation. Our culture is a central 
part of our identity and our nationhood. The 
songs we sing, the music we dance to, the 
stories we tell, the jokes we tell, the way 
we speak, the food we eat, the history we 
remember, the paintings and carvings we 
create, the clothes we make and wear, the 
games we play, the way we interact, the 
books we read, the way we worship, the 
ways we work and relax – they all form part 
of our culture and who we are as a people. 
Our culture is priceless, in all of its diverse 
manifestations.

Similarly, sport is both part of our culture and 
a crucial part of  youth development. We 
know that youth who participate in sports 
develop greater social and academic skills. 
We know that sport activities can keep some 
youth away from antisocial activities, and we 
know that SVG is full of talented youth who 
can compete at the highest level in many 
sporting disciplines.

Since coming to office, the ULP has been 
committed to preserving and promoting 
sports and culture in SVG. We are very proud 
of our achievements in sport and culture, and 
very excited about our plans to mainstream 
these issues in Vincentian life.

The ULP reinvigorated the steel pan in SVG. 
In introducing the Pan Against Crime 
programme and supplying steel pans to 
bands across the country, we have made pan 
a central part of our cultural expression. We 
have also named Chatoyer a National Hero, 
uplifted Independence Day and Heroes Day 
celebrations, and commissioned leading 

intellectuals to write a History of Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines.

While in government, the ULP has promoted 
a Battle of the Bands competition among 
students, and mainstreamed music education 
in a number of secondary schools’ curricula. 

Vincy Mas is bigger and better than ever 
before, thanks in part to government 
planning and investments. We have helped 
to unleash the creativity and talent of our 
cultural artistes and professionals. Other 
festivals, like Easterval and the Bequia 
Regatta, are also better than ever before.

In sports, the commitment of the ULP is plain 
for all to see. We have spent millions of 
dollars in the construction and enhancement 
of sporting facilities to develop the skills of 
young Vincentians. Never before in the 
history of our country has a government 
spent more money on sports development.

In the last five years alone, we have 
constructed new hardcourts and 
rehabilitated others in Calliaqua, Glen, Rose 
Bank, Rose Hall, San Souci, Choppins, Clare 
Valley and Lowmans Windward. We have 
opened the top-class Cumberland playing 
field and the Hope Playing Field in Vermont. 
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Higher Heights for Sport & Culture

In our next term in office, the ULP will:

Make steel pan the default instrument for 
music instruction in schools.

Expand the Pan Against Crime programme 
and enhance community steel bands 
nationwide. 

 Institute new cultural showcases that employ 
local artistes and honour famous Vincentian 
cultural practitioners.

Enhance Vincy Mas in the post-COVID 
environment, and create more local 
programming – on television and the Internet 
– that highlights our culture and artistes.

Introduce special tax breaks and incentives 
for cultural and creative professionals.

Increase the support provided by the 
National Lotteries Authority for Sport and 
Culture.

Install lighting at Arnos Vale Playing field, 
and fields at Chili, London, Brighton and the 
Diamond Athletic Track, among others.

Construct more hard courts and playing 
fields, particularly in rural areas.

Provide or fund improved training 
opportunities for coaches, officials and 
trainers.

Establish more scholarship opportunities for 
talented youth in the cultural and sporting 
fields.

Support more cultural and creative 
professionals with PRYME grants.

We are constructing a new playing field 
in Evesham, and we have upgraded the 
National Tennis facility at Villa. A host of 
other playing fields nationwide have been 
upgraded.

In partnership with NGOs and the private 
sector, the government has welcomed the 
enhancement of the Shewsbury Aquatic 
Centre in Ratho Mill for swimmers and the 
SVGFF Home of Football in Brighton.
Also, in our current term of office, the 
ULP has commenced construction of SVG’s 
first-ever synthetic athletic track. This track 
and football field, designed by top German 
specialists, will be certified as equal to the 
best athletic tracks anywhere in the world. 
Our young track and field athletes have been 
demanding a top-class facility to train and 
compete, and the ULP is delivering!

The ULP has also prioritised granting 
university scholarships and tuition assistance 
to young Vincentians who show promise in a 
number of athletic pursuits. Today, the ULP 
has helped to ensure that a record number 
of young men and women are at universities 
overseas on the basis of their football, tennis 
or athletic potential.

The ULP has developed a practice of 
honouring most distinguished athletes and 
cultural figures with the title of Cultural and 
Sporting Ambassador. These Ambassadors, 
who hold Diplomatic Passports, proudly 
represent our country on the stage, on the 
field, and in the hearts of our population. 

When the COVID-19 pandemic struck the 
world, the ULP government recognised 
immediately that our cultural and creative 
artistes would suffer from loss of 
income-earning activities. We allocated 
money to these cultural and creative artistes 
to help them ride out the COVID difficulties. 

The ULP is the party of Sports and Culture! 
Over the years, we have demonstrated our 
commitment. We have even bigger plans for 
the future of sport and culture in SVG!



A Great Time to be Alive & Young in SVG!
Dear Young Voters: 

Hi. I welcomed the opportunity to write this 
message. I am able to speak in your language as 
a young man who was given the opportunity to 
serve my country as a member of Cabinet and 
take charge of one of the most important 
ministries of government as part of the current 
Unity Labour Party (ULP) administration. I can 
say on the basis of my first-hand experience and 
knowledge that the ULP is a Party of and for the 
young people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
(SVG). This youth manifesto tells that story and 
would show you why you should vote Labour in 
the upcoming elections as the ULP seeks a 5th 
term in office. 

The ULP administration has an excellent track 
record on all the various youth issues. 
Importantly, we also have a clear vision for the 
future. The Party has done well in terms of 
employment, sports, education, health and in all 
the other areas of national life. A synthetic track 
and a football field are under construction at 
Diamond right now. We have provided numerous 
scholarships, bursaries and economically 
disadvantaged student loans to University 
students. We cannot forget our success with 
Universal Access to Secondary School Education 
and a full-blown Education Revolution. We have 
built many new health facilities all over the 
country, improved access to healthcare, made 
progress on several important health fronts 
and did well in the management and control of 
COVID-19 and the recent outbreak of dengue. 
But, as always, there is much more for us to do 
together!

The YES and SET Programmes are hallmarks of 
this administration and they speak so eloquently 
to youth empowerment. We have made many 
interventions geared at improving the quality of 
your life and helping you to pursue your dreams 
and aspirations. 

Incidentally, the YES programme is funded by the 
government of Taiwan but the NDP has 
indicated that if it is elected to office it would 
sever ties with Taiwan. I say unequivocally and 
without fear of contradiction that this is not in 
the interest of the young people of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines. We currently have dozens of 

Vincentian students in Taiwan who stand to be 
recalled if there is a change of government. I am 
sure you know some of them. 

Moreover, the NDP has announced its  
intention to treat our passports like commodities 
for sale which could end up in the hands of 
foreign thieves and vagabonds and not as a 
sacred birthright of all Vincentians and part of 
our inheritance, heritage and the national legacy. 
Is this the kind of Party you want to entrust with 
the government of this country? 

If it were not for the ULP, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines would not have an international 
airport. When the Opposition seemed clueless 
about how this project would be financed, the 
ULP established itself as a party of possibilities 
and getting things done. The ULP government 
just signed an agreement with world renowned 
hotel chain Sandals for the construction of a 
Resort in Buccament, and there are several other 
high quality hotels and resorts being built in SVG 
right now. This is very important for jobs, the 
economy and development – matters in which 
you are no doubt interested. 

Clearly, our country is attracting the attention of 
5-Star Hotels. We must be doing something right. 
Incidentally, the ULP is currently vying for a 5th 
term in office. This means that very soon with 
your help and support we will also have a 5-Star 
Government under the leadership of a 5-Star 
General – our Prime Minister Dr. the Honourable 
Ralph Gonsalves. 

Politics is important. The decision you make on 
elections day would have an impact on the future 
direction of our country. I encourage you to vote 
wisely. Follow the Star. Get registered. Vote for 
the ULP. 
 It is great to be alive and to be young in 
SVG today under a Labour Party government. 
Keep the ULP in power. Let us lift SVG Higher 
together. You can make a Difference. 

Sincerely,
 

Luke

Luke
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Enjoying More Positive Health And Wellbeing

In 2018, Comrade Ralph opened the Modern 
Medical and Diagnostic Centre in 
Georgetown. In addition to having top-class 
surgical and Accident & Emergency facilities, 
Modern Medical also offered oncology care 
for cancer patients and dialysis services for 
kidney patients. The Modern Medical and 
Diagnostic Centre is one of the finest medical 
facilities in the Eastern Caribbean. In 2019, 
over 17,000 patients visited the facility, and 
almost 1,000 surgical procedures were 
performed there.

But the ULP was not satisfied with building 
and staffing Modern Medical and Diagnostic 
Centre. The next year, in 2019, we opened 
three excellent health care facilities: The 
Chateaubelair SMART Hospital, the 
Buccament Polyclinic and the Levi Latham 

Health Centre in Marriaqua. These new 
facilities in Georgetown, Buccament, 
Mesopotamia and Chateaubelair received 
well over 30,000 visits in 2019.

Again, we were not satisfied. Turning our 
attention to the elderly, we constructed a 
$4 million resident facility for the aged and 
infirm, while committing to rebuild a modern 
Lewis Punnett Home in Glen. 

When the COVID-19 pandemic struck, we 
also quickly built a modern medical 
isolation facility, just in case we had to care 
for a number of severely ill COVID patients. 
Thankfully, the excellent work by the 
Minister Luke Browne and the Ministry of 
Health means that we have not had much use 
for the isolation facility. 
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Although our population hasn’t grown much 
between 2001 and 2020, we have increased 
the number of doctors working at our 
hospitals and clinics by 71%. We have also 
hired almost 200 more nurses than were 
working in 2001.

We appreciate so many programmes and 
initiatives today that did not exist under the 
bad old days of the NDP. Back then, there 
was no Vision Now programme, which has 
restored sight to numerous Vincentians, and 
enhanced vision for thousands. There was no 
Home Care for the Elderly Programme, which 
provides dignified at-home care to our 
oldest and most vulnerable citizens. There 
was no World Pediatric Project, which of-
fers the highest quality medical and surgical 

care to our children. We have achieved 100% 
immunisation of children. We have reduced 
mother-to-child HIV transmission to zero. 
We have acquired a supply of the Cuban 
drug Herberprot-P to treat patients with 
diabetes – often saving their legs from 
amputation. We have acquired more 
ambulances to get patients to clinics and 
hospitals more quickly than ever before. 
We have significantly upgraded our Mental 
Health Centre.

There is still work to be done. Only the ULP 
has the plans, and the track record to lift 
healthcare higher in SVG!



Lifting Healthcare Higher in SVG

In our next term in office, the ULP will:

Construct the US$55 million, 130-bed modern 
Acute Referral Hospital at Arnos Vale.

Demolish the old Lewis Punnett Home at 
Glen and rebuild a state-of-the-art elderly 
care facility at the same location. 

Appoint a Hospitals CEO to assume overall 
management of our hospitals, improve 
efficiency and quality of care.

Rehabilitate the Milton Cato Memorial 
Hospital, along with various clinics and 
nurses’ quarters.

Upgrade the Enhams Clinic to a wellness 
centre, focussing on Diabetes, and 
non-communicable “lifestyle” diseases.

Hire more doctors and nurses, and expand 
the quality and scope of nursing education in 
SVG.

Expand the delivery of more health services 
to meet the demand of the youth, the elderly, 
women and patients with disabilities. Special 
attention will be paid to expansion of 
dentistry services, child care, prenatal care 
for pregnant women and children, sports 
medicine and improved health and nutrition 
information.

Seek to set up a regional health insurance 
arrangement within the OECS in 
collaboration with the World Bank and 
certain private sector partners.

Improve vector control programs to control 
various rat-and mosquito-borne diseases.
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When the World Health Organisation 
announced that COVID-19 was a pandemic 
that would affect every country in the world, 
the ULP sprang into action, creating a 
science-based, flexible, pragmatic plan that 
would keep Vincentians safe, while still 
allowing people to work, produce and live as 
normally as possible.

At the same time, the NDP was panicking 
and spreading confusion across the 
country. They said that 50,000 people in 
SVG would get infected and over 2,000 
Vincentians would die by May 2020. They 
said that Vincentians abroad and Vincentian 
cruise ship workers should not be allowed 
back into the country. They said that Greiggs 
was suffering from community spread of 
COVID, and should be locked down. They 
said that schools should be closed for the 
rest of the year, and that no one should be 
allowed to sit their CXC, CAPE or CPEA 
exams. They said that the government 
should apply “Draconian measures” to lock 
down the entire country, “tight like a drum.”

Meanwhile, Comrade Ralph stayed calm and 
cool. He never locked down the country. 
Instead he put in prudent measures, and 
adjusted them as conditions changed. He 
quickly built an isolation centre, hired more 
doctors and nurses, and brought in infectious 
disease experts from Cuba. He established 
contact tracing and tracking teams. He 
allowed Vincies to return home, under 
sensible conditions. He kept SVG informed. 

The NDP’s hysteria turned out to be false. 
Comrade Ralph has kept SVG as safe as 
possible, while still allowing life living and 
production to continue!

ULP’s COVID-19 Response: 
Smart Action, Not Ole’ Talk!
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Rural Youth Can Count on the ULP for Real Progress!

We are proud of our track record on youth 
development.

The Unity Labour Party has invested significantly 
in the development of our young people, in 
particular, our youth from rural areas. We are 
proud of your accomplishments; you are the 
fruits of our Education Revolution. 

Our country continues to gain from our 
investment in youth. The sons and daughters of 
farmers, fishermen, working class families are 
now our youthful and brilliant agronomists, 
marine biologists, engineers, medical 
practitioners among other professions, who are 
building a St. Vincent and the Grenadines for the 
21st century.

Take for instance North Leeward, a 
predominantly farming constituency consisting 
of 8 communities. By 2025, North Leeward will 
boast over a dozen qualified doctors to practice 
medicine under our Education Revolution. These 
stories are replicated across other professional 
disciplines in every constituency in this country. 
Under the ULP, our young people are equipped 
to soar with their wings unclipped, lifting SVG 
higher.

The ULP has a track record of delivering a 
youth-centred agenda. It is no different when it 
comes to rural transformation, we intend to focus 
on the following:

Integrate STEM programmes in technical  
institutes and schools within rural St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines. 

Renaming and restructuring of the St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines Community College to the 
University College of St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines. 

Decentralise some programmes offered at the 
college to satellite institutes/campuses in rural 
SVG. This will further expand our tertiary 
institutes of learning and provide easier access to 
multiple training sites for students. 

Greater focus on economic diversification among 
our youth through REAP – Rural Economic and 
Agriculture Programme – to encourage and 
promote sustainable micro-enterprise, agriculture 
and fisheries within rural areas. 

In addition to continued financial support through 
PRYME, the Rural Economic and Agriculture 
Programme (REAP) will make our youth  
entrepreneurs competitive in the global economy 
by providing training and support through the 
expansion of business incubation hubs across 
SVG. REAP will provide similar support for youth 
farmers and fisherfolk, including the use of 
agro-technology in the agriculture sector to 
attract more youth to the industry. 

With almost 3,000 jobs expected on mainland 
Saint Vincent from major hotel brands such as 
Beaches by Sandals, Marriot, Holiday Inn Express, 
Royal Mill and their related activities; we intend 
to prepare our young people for employment 
opportunities by placing an even greater focus 
on technical and vocational education and 
training. With physical structures already in 
place, the ULP will transform our Learning 
Resource Centres into island-wide Micro-
Centres of Excellence to provide varying CVQ 
programmes and training in community tourism, 
the creative economy through entertainment and 
the arts, technology, hospitality and other 
tourism-related services. 

Continue the robust expansion and upgrade 
of sporting facilities across St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, in particular rural areas, to support 
and enhance our young sporting talents. This will 
include the lighting of more rural sporting 
facilities. 

Our record on youth development in SVG is 
second-to-none. Our commitment to the youth 
of rural SVG is unparalleled. Let us continue to lift 
SVG higher.

Sincerely,

Carlos James

Carlos
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Every young person needs somewhere to 
go, something to do, and someone to talk to. 
Every community needs areas where young 
residents can gather to socialize, relax, or 
learn. And every Vincentian needs to be 
connected to our history, proud of our 
country and determined to lift SVG higher.

The ULP is committed to ensuring that SVG’s 
youth have opportunities and facilities to 
connect to each other and to their 
communities. We also want to make sure that 
you have places to go to improve your skills 
and training, discuss issues, or access 
information.

We are already on our way. In addition to 
multipurpose sports facilities and playing 
fields in many communities, the ULP has 
constructed community centres and learning 
resource centres in almost every 
constituency in SVG. These facilities have 
been specially designed to serve as hubs for 
gatherings and activities – particularly for 
youth. We are also increasing the number of 
classes and training sessions held at these 
facilities, so that youth can stay close to 
home while still taking advantage of 
opportunities to improve. From electronics 
and computer courses to sessions on being 
a better parent or partner, the community 
centres are growing in importance.

With organised community sporting events, 
the establishment of steel pan orchestras in 
multiple communities.

We also know that hanging out in your 
community or at night is easier and more 
enjoyable in a safe, crime-free environment. 
The ULP has consistently worked to make 
SVG safe and secure. Today, for the first 
time, there are over 1,000 police employed 
to help keep us safe. We have improved 
community policing and utilised mobile 
police stations in various high-risk areas. 
We rolled out CCTV cameras in over 120 

locations across SVG. At the same time, we 
have passed laws to clear youths’ criminal 
records if they stay out of trouble for a while 
after being convicted of a crime. We do not 
want one youthful mistake to ruin anyone’s 
future.

The ULP has also tried to facilitate the 
growth of a vibrant social scene for youth. 
Whether it is the Friday night vibe at 
Heritage Square or the many concessions 
awarded to nightclubs and bars; or the 
support that we have given to entertainment 
events nationwide, we have encouraged the 
private sector to create options for youth to 
get together and have fun.

Building national pride is also a vital part of 
getting youth to participate meaningfully in 
society. If you are proud of your country and 
community, you will help to build it up, and 
lift it higher. You will also value your 
citizenship in our great nation, and defend 
our national honour. Building pride starts 
with knowing and celebrating history, and 
SVG has such a rich and powerful history! 

Over the past years, the ULP made 
Paramount Chief a National Hero and 
established our Independence Day 
celebrations as a major national event. For 
over a decade, the Leaders of the Opposition 
shamefully refused to even attend national 
Hero’s Day or Independence Day activities!

We have completed the first phases of the 
Chatoyer National Park at Rabbaca and the 
indigenous Cayo Village at Argyle. We have 
hired our leading historians to write a book 
about the history of Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines. We have honoured great 
Vincentians by naming facilities in their 
honour, or by awarding them the title of 
ambassador in sporting or cultural 
disciplines.

Enabling Meaningful Participation in SVG’s Communities and 
Society Valuing Citizenship, Building National Pride



30

Vincentian youth often say that “we nah sell 
out we friends.” The pride that is felt in not 
selling out or compromising your friends is 
born out of love and loyalty to them. The 
same thing is true about selling out your 
country: If you love SVG, and if you are loyal 
to SVG, you would never sell it out.

There are somethings that you just cannot 
sell out: Your God, your self, your family and 
your country.

The NDP wants to sell out SVG by offering 
citizenship and passports to whoever has a 
few dollars to spend. This is wrong.
Passports and citizenship should not be 
bought and sold like cheap trinkets. What 
makes you a Vincentian is special and 
priceless. It should never be for sale. Never!

Beyond the emotional issues of pride and 
love, selling passports is also a bad idea. It is 
bad for SVG’s reputation, and will ultimately 

cause other countries to blacklist us, 
making it difficult to send or receive money 
from overseas.

It will make it more difficult for “real” 
Vincentians to travel freely and receive visas, 
because one criminal or terrorist who buys 
our passport will taint our record and 
reputation.

Selling passports breeds corruption. The 
people selling the passports want the cash, 
and they are often willing to do anything to 
get it – including selling passports to 
criminals, or skimming some of the money off 
the top for themselves.
Also, the international community is getting 
fed up of islands that sell passports, and is 
slowly tightening the regulations to force 
them to stop. This passport selling business 
is not sustainable. When it ends suddenly, 
many economies in our region will face 
serious difficulties.

THE FOLLY 
OF SELLING 
PASSPORTS
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Staying Connected, Safe, & Proud

In our next term in office, the ULP will:

Develop a national museum to store 
Vincentian artifacts and historical records.

Increase the number of night time sporting 
and entertainment events in local 
communities. 

Improve the number of educational and 
social events available at LRC’s and 
community centres nationwide.

Focus on community crime prevention and 
early interventions, giving young people the 
best chance at rehabilitation and personal 
growth.

Invest in systems in which schools, local 
authorities, health authorities and youth/
social services work together to divert young 
people away from pathways toward crime.

Honour more great Vincentians with the title 
of “National Hero.”

Establish more effective local government 
structures to allow young people to directly 
participate in the management of their 
communities.

Where possible, create more “green spaces,” 
play areas and community gathering areas 
where people can get together in safe, open, 
enjoyable environments.

Remove the names of colonial 
personages from buildings, roads and 
monuments in SVG, and rename them 
appropriately.

Defend citizenship as the highest title in SVG, 
and forbid the sale of citizenship or 
passports.

The opposition NDP likes to pretend that 
selling passports brings so much money that 
it solves all problems. But that is a lie. Every 
island in our region that sells passports 
borrows millions of dollars a year – most of 
them borrow more money than we do! Also, 
all of the passport selling countries had to 
go to the IMF in recent years for a bailout – 
which means that their countries’ economies 
were in such bad shape, they needed outside 
assistance to get back on track.

Selling passports is not a magic bullet to 
solve our problems. It is just another sign 
that the NDP has no ideas – and no love – for 
SVG. Rather than selling off the sacraments 
of our citizenship, the ULP has creative, 
sustainable plans to grow and develop SVG 
without selling out our country.

Our citizenship is not for sale!



32

The landscape, seascape and ecosystems of 
SVG are precious and fragile. These God-
given blessings must be protected and 
preserved for the enjoyment of future 
generations. At the same time, we must 
protect lives, livelihoods, homes and 
infrastructure from the devastating effects of 
climate change.

The ULP is committed to the protection 
of SVG’s natural environment and to the 
preparation of our country for the realities 
of climate change. We recognised early that 
climate change threatened the very 
existence of our country. Rising temperatures 
and seas, droughts and floods, Sargassum 
seaweed and dying coral reefs, and more 
frequent and intense storms are all elements 
of climate change that have affected us in 
SVG. Since coming to office, we have spent 
over $1 billion recovering from and/or 
preparing for climate change and weather 
events.

When storms hit, we rebuild bridges and 
roads. We rebuild homes that have been 
destroyed – sometimes moving entire 
villages to safe locations. We provide people 
with free replacement stoves, fridges, 
utensils, mattresses, school uniforms and 
books when floods wash away their 
possessions. 

Before the storms come, we spend hundreds 
of millions of dollars in river defence and 
coastal defence. We build satellite 
warehouses nationwide so that we can 
respond with supplies right after a disaster. 
We do slope stabilization works to protect 
against landslides. We provide building 
materials to those whose homes are 
vulnerable to bad weather, storms or 
hurricanes. We also set aside money – in the 
form of the $35 million Contingency Fund 
and the US$20 million Catastrophe Deferred 
Drawdown Option – so that we can respond 
immediately after a disaster.

We have also acted to protect the 
environment and limit pollution by banning 
sand mining, the use of Styrofoam and the 
use of certain plastics. Environmentally 
harmful pesticides have also been prohibited.

The ULP also recognises the precious and 
rare animal life that we have in SVG, 
including unique species like the Saint 
Vincent Parrot, the Union Island Gecko, the 
Saint Vincent Bat, the Whistling Warbler, and 
distinct species of iguana, to name a few.  
To protect our wildlife for future generations, 
we have prohibited the hunting of sea turtles, 
porpoises, orcas and parrot fish. 

Protecting Our Environment Against Climate Change, Pollution & Disasters
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Although SVG does not create a lot of 
global pollution, we are still working hard to 
reduce the emissions of harmful gasses that 
are caused by burning diesel and other fossil 
fuels. We have built solar energy installations 
at Lowmans, Argyle, Union Island and 
Mayreau. We have upgraded and enhanced 
our hydro energy capacity. And we are 
continuing to investigate our tremendous 
geothermal potential.

Climate change is not caused by what we are 
doing in SVG. It is caused by the 
pollution of large, industrialised countries 
around the world. Many of them do not want 
to take responsibility for their actions. The 
ULP has ensured that SVG plays a leading 
role in the global fight to reduce emissions 
and help countries adapt to the impacts of 
climate change. Our election to the United 
Nations Security Council provides us with 
another platform to draw the world’s 
attention to the climate change threats that 
we face in SVG and in Small Island 
Developing States. 

In other words, the ULP has local, regional 
and international plans to combat climate 
change. The opposition NDP has no plans. In 
the last election, when the ULP was talking 
about the dangers of climate change, the 
term “climate change” did not appear once 
in their entire manifesto. This is a dangerous 
disregard of one of the biggest threats that 
we face in SVG.

In recent years, hurricanes have wiped out 
Dominica, the British Virgin Islands, 
Barbuda, the Bahamas, and Puerto Rico. In 
SVG, we have been hit by dangerous and 
deadly storms, droughts and floods. We 
need a government that has a plan to 
prepare us for these storms, help us recover 
from them, and to make the world 
understand the challenges we face from 
climate change. 

Only the ULP is prepared to make SVG 
climate resilient; to build back better, to build 
back optimally and enduringly!

SVG’s Clean, Healthy Environment

In our next term in office, the ULP will:

Establish a Coastal Zone Management Unit to 
protect our coastlines and enhance resilience 
against climate change.

Use our seat on the United Nations Security 
Council and our international 
prestige to bring attention to threats posed 
by climate change to Small Island 
Developing States. 

Develop a climate-sensitive housing policy 
to protect vulnerable housing settlements, 
particularly informal settlements.

Expand SVG’s hydro & solar power capacity, 
including the construction of a solar PV farm 
on Bequia.

Regulate runoff of grey water from buildings 
into our rivers and seas, and the discharge of 
effluent from pleasure boats and cruise ships.

Limit pollution by placing further restrictions 
on the use of harmful plastics; and improve 
recycling.

Expand the programme of river training, 
coastal defence and slope stabilization works 
nationwide.

Conduct a wildlife census to determine 
populations of indigenous flora and fauna, 
including commercial fish stocks.

Continue to educate the public about the 
dangers of climate change and the 
avoidance of harmful environmental 
practices.

Improve our national readiness to respond 
quickly to natural disasters and weather 
events, including strengthening NEMO.

33



34

Technology is always changing. The ULP is 
making sure that we are changing with the 
times, and taking advantage of the latest 
technologies to develop SVG and our citizens 
– especially the youth.

We have spent millions of dollars and made a 
number of important decisions to ensure that 
youth have access to technology, and to use 
technology to help us overcome our 
developmental challenges. We believe that 
ICT can speed up development if it is 
properly deployed. We also know that in 
a multi-island state like ours, ICT can help 
overcome the challenges of remoteness 
and small size that can affect development 
among the 
Grenadines.

Over our fourth term in government, the ULP 
completed the build-out of a state-of-the-art 
fiber optic backbone around Saint Vincent 
and connecting Bequia, Union Island, 
Canouan and Mustique with subsea cable. 
This fiber optic backbone will improve the 
speed, cost and reliability of Internet across 
SVG, and will be the foundation of a host of 

exciting new ICT applications and solutions.
We are supporting ICT in business: Under our 
Caribbean Regional Communications 
Infrastructure Program (CARCIP), we have 
provided millions of dollars in grants 
to young people who have ICT-enabled 
businesses, and trained hundreds more in the 
use of technology for business purposes.

We are using ICT to fight crime: With the 
help of Taiwan, we have installed 120 CCTV 
cameras in various locations across SVG, and 
constructed a high-tech, 24-hour command 
centre where police can monitor the camera 
feeds.

We are removing the digital divide: The ULP 
insists that all Vincentians should have ICT 
access. Thanks to our policies, half of all 
households already have fixed broadband 
connections and 40,000 people have mobile 
broadband accounts. Through the NTRC, we 
subsidise broadband connections for needy 
individuals and we have established free WiFi 
connections at schools, Learning Resource 
Centres, Clinics, Police Stations, Sporting 
Facilities and certain public areas. Through 

Building SVG’s State-of-the-Art ICT Infrastructure and Digital Economy
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our One-Laptop-Per-Child programme we 
provided free laptops to all primary and 
secondary students. We are now rolling out 
our One-Tablet-Per-Child Programme to 
ensure that all students receive an 
Internet-enabled tablet computer.

We are updating our laws to make them ICT 
ready: The ULP has passed a suite of 
technology-related laws and regulations 
governing business activities, privacy, 
witness testimony, digital signatures, access 
to information and cyber-crimes.

We are building national ICT capacity: The 
ULP is providing technical training to 
government workers, the private sector, and 
the general public to ensure that Vincentians 
in all walks of life are tech-savvy and skilled.

We are making the government more 
responsive: Under a US $20 million Digital 
Transformation agreement that we have 
signed with the World Bank, SVG will soon 
develop a suite of citizen-centric services, 
allowing people to access the Government 
through a single e-portal. That portal will 
reduce bureaucracy and delay, while making 
it easier to do business in SVG. It will be 
possible to log on to pay taxes, renew 
licences, clear goods at customs, register 
companies or lodge complaints.

By making ICT prevalent across SVG, by 
putting ICT tools in the hands of young 
people, by training Vincentians to use 
technology and by using ICT to make the 
government more nimble and responsive, the 
ULP is preparing SVG to take advantage of 
the digital age. Vincentian youth will be able 
to use technology to enhance their lives and 
their income-earning potential. 

Only the ULP has a credible plan, plus the 
necessary resources and agreements, to 
accelerate our development through the use 
of ICT. The ULP and ICT can lift SVG higher!

Digital Citizens, Digital Economy

In our next term in office, the ULP will:

Complete the distribution of over 28,000 
8-inch tablet computers to students and 
teachers in all primary schools, secondary 
schools and the SVG Community College.

Establish a single e-Government portal for 
citizens to obtain records, renew permits and 
licences, pay fines, clear customs, pay taxes, 
register companies and lodge complaints.

Establish an E-Bus Management System that 
will place on-board information units on 200 
mini-buses, while building 50 “intelligent”  
digital bus stops that will provide commuter 
information. 

Pass laws to guarantee fair, responsive and 
affordable broadband and mobile service to 
consumers.

Complete the roll-out of high-speed fiber 
optic broadband nationwide and throughout 
the government, schools, community 
centres, police stations and clinics.

Create a unique digital identifier and ID cards 
to enable persons to request vital records 
and information from the Government.

Establish an integrated Government 
electronic payment platform, and remove 
impediments to existing international 
e-commerce platforms.

Continue to expand training opportunities 
for the general public, the private sector and 
civil servants in the use of ICT hardware and 
software, and improving digital skills and 
competence.
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The ULP has done more to improve 
infrastructure in SVG than any other 
government in our history.  Just think about 
some of the major infrastructure projects 
built by Comrade Ralph and the ULP:

- Argyle International Airport
- Canouan Jet Airport
- Rabacca Bridge
- Modern Medical Diagnostic Complex
- SMART Hospitals at Chateaubelair, 
  Georgetown and Union Island
- Polyclinics at Stubbs, Mespo and 
  Buccament
- Rebuilt Mental Health Centre at Glen
- Lewis Punnett Home for the Elderly 
  (transitional facilities)
- Playing fields at Park Hill, South Rivers,   
  Cumberland, Vermont, etc.
- Hard Courts at Choppins, Sans Souci, 
  Rose Hall, etc.
- Modern Prison at Belle Isle
- National Library and National Archives
- 15 Learning Resource Centres Nationwide
- Fisheries Centres at Owia and Bequia
- Hugo Chavez Fuel Storage Facility at 
  Lowmans

Constructing Modern Infrastructure for SVG’s Growth & Development

- Expanded SVG Community College
- Windward and Leeward Highways
- Tourism and Hospitality Institute and 
  multiple tourism sites (eg: Rawacou, 
  Belmont, Layou, Wallilabou, Vermont)
- Multiple affordable housing communities, 
  including Diamond, Peter’s Hope, Manning 
  Village, Clare Valley, Langley Park
- Multiple bridges including in Vermont, 
  Spring, Cumberland, Colonaire and Fenton
- Multiple river and coastal defence projects
- Emergency and satellite warehouses at 
  Campden Park, Sandy Bay, Georgetown, 
  Rose Hall, Bequia and Union Island
- Multiple primary and secondary schools, 
  early childhood centres, technical training 
  centres and institutions.

Many of these projects, like the Argyle 
International Airport or the Rabacca Bridge, 
could not have been built without the ULP. 
The ULP has always taken time to put the 
plans in place, find the resources, and to 
develop infrastructure that lifts SVG higher.
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Modern Infrastructure, Future Growth

In our next term in office, the ULP will:

Build a 130-bed acute referral hospital at 
Arnos Vale.

Construct a modern cargo port and ferry 
terminal at Rose Place (Bottom Town). 

Build a 250-room Marriott Resort and a 
93-room Holiday Inn Express.

Construct a modern Parliament and Halls of 
Justice.

Accelerate the $90 million road 
reconstruction and rehabilitation programme, 
funded by the Kuwait Development Fund 
and the OPEC Fund for International 
Development.

Build out the Modern City at Arnos Vale, 
starting with a shopping centre at the site of 
the former ET Joshua Terminal Building.

Complete phase II of the Diamond Athletic 
and Football Facility.

Build a housing settlement at Lowmans Bay 
to accommodate relocated Rose Place 
residents, and build modern apartment 
buildings in Buccament for young 
professionals.

Construct a modern Sandy Bay Secondary 
School, and conduct extensive 
refurbishments on other schools.

Build sea and coastal defences at 
Georgetown, Sandy Bay, Sans Souci and 
Mayreau.

Expand the scope of the on-going river 
defence and bridge-building programme.
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Youth! Feel Happy & Confident in the Future
Your Input is Respected & Valued
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Youth across the globe today are feeling 
unsure about the future. Climate change is 
threatening the very existence of countries. 
The COVID-19 pandemic is changing 
everyone’s way of life. Electronic spying, 
hacking and cyber-bullying are changing the 
ways the people interact. One global 
economic crisis after another make it hard to 
predict what the future holds.

Closer to home, many youth in SVG also seek 
assurances about their ability to find decent 
work, access higher education opportunities, 
or afford their first home.

The ULP is the party committed to your 
happiness and confidence about the future. 
We are the party of the Education 
Revolution, economically-disadvantaged 
student loans, scholarships, tuition grants 
and Community College expansion. We are 
the party of low-income and no-income 
housing programmes and 100% mortgages 
for public servants. We are the party that, 
throughout the global financial crisis, never 
laid anyone off, was never late with salary 
payments, and still afforded modest salary 
increases, and more hefty ones through the 
Reclassification of the Public Service. We are 
the party that, through the COVID pandemic, 
continued to provide income supports to 
displaced private sector workers, the 
informal sector, farmers, creative 
professionals and cruise ship workers.

We continue to put policies in place to 
ensure that youth can begin the journey of 
life with all of the opportunities and 
advantages available to develop 
personally and professionally. We are proud 
of our record of supporting the youth in 
achieving their dreams, and of the work we 
have done to create a better environment for 
growth and development in SVG:

- Education Revolution
- Health & Wellness Revolution
- Housing Revolution
- YES & SET internship programmes
- PRYME programme for small businesses

- CARCIP grants for young ICT-enabled 
  entrepreneurs
- Economically-disadvantaged student loan 
  programme
- Improved social protection floors
- Stipends for nursing students
- Generous study-leave
- Expansion of technical and vocational 
  training
- Cultural revolution.

We grow our economy in a sustainable way, 
not putting all of our eggs in one basket. we 
don’t bet everything on selling passports, or 
begging China, or even pushing one 
economic sector above all others. We are 
creating jobs across the board, in tourism, 
agriculture, fisheries, medicinal cannabis, 
construction, healthcare, security, ICT, 
cultural industries and professional services, 
to name a few. That way, you can be 
confident that we will avoid the boom-and-
bust economic roller coaster that some other 
countries endure. We are transforming our 
economy – and securing your future – by 
building a firm and reliable foundation, and a 
durable edifice.

When the time comes to make the major 
decision of acquiring your own home, the 
ULP is again ready to partner with you – to 
help you find affordable property through 
our land redistribution programmes; to 
ensure that mortgages are available and 
affordable; and to build homes and 
apartments that you can move in to.

The youth focused programmes and policies 
of the ULP are developed and implemented 
in full consultation with you, the young 
people of SVG. The ULP has always taken 
the youth into our confidence, and listened 
carefully to the concerns and ideas 
expressed by Vincy youth.

We intend to continue our policy of listening 
to the youth, valuing their input, and molding 
their ideas into real programmes.
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The ULP has made a consistent effort to 
include youth in our Cabinet, in our 
Parliament, our international representation, 
and in across statutory companies — young 
men and women. At every major 
decision-making body in SVG, you will find 
youth voices and perspectives.

The ULP is your partner in progress and 
personal development. Your happiness, 
comfort and confidence are important to us. 
So much of what we do is done to ensure 
that you will inherit a stronger, more 
prosperous, more stable SVG, with greater 
opportunities for development. In 
rapidly-changing times, we remain a rock 
that you can rely on.  

The ULP will always fight for the youth of 
SVG. Only with the ULP can the youth fly 
high, as eagles, with their wings unclipped. 
A vote for the ULP is a vote to secure your 
future!

Valuing Youth Input; Building 
Confidence for the Future

In our next term in office, the ULP will:

Hold issues-focused town halls and 
reasonings with youth across SVG to share 
views and ideas about future development.

Ensure that SVG develops into a regional 
leader in agriculture, high-end tourism and 
innovation, creating jobs and opportunities 
for youth. 

Continue to prioritise the input of youth in 
Parliament, in the civil service and in the 
private sector.

Grow the economy and develop SVG to be 
resilient to economic and climate shocks, 
to bring stability and confidence about the 
future.

Develop an e-Government platform that 
allows for citizen complaints, suggestions 
and input in real time.

Expand support to youth businesses through 
PRYME grants and loans through the Eastern 
Caribbean Partial Credit Guarantee 
Corporation.

Support the Right to Education, the Right to 
Housing and the Right to Development with 
policies to ensure that youth get a fair and 
affordable start to their independent lives.

Increase the minimum wage, reduce taxes, 
and lift the income threshold below which 
taxes are not paid.

Continue to place youth issues at the heart of 
the development agenda.

Accelerate the construction of affordable 
housing, including low-income homes and 
quality apartments for young professionals.
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